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ADMINISTRATOR’S MESSAGE

n behalf of the Ecole Sir William Osler staff,
welcome back everyone!

We hope that you had a wonderful holiday with family
and friends.

As we begin 2026, we want to take a moment to reflect
on the strong sense of community here at Ecole Sir
William Osler and share some of the highlights as we
move into January. Our school continues to be a place
where students, staff, and families work together to
support learning, foster independence, and encourage
care and respect for one another.

Students have been enjoying the winter conditions and
spending time outdoors. Snow forts are beginning to
appear, providing opportunities for cooperative play
and creativity. Snow forts may change daily due to
weather and use, and students are reminded to engage
in fair and safe play by respecting shared spaces and
ensuring activities remain positive for everyone. In
addition, our Enchanted Forest project is underway,
bringing natural elements into the schoolyard for
students to explore and enjoy throughout the season.
We sincerely thank all families who contributed trees to
help create this imaginative outdoor space.

Looking back at December, our holiday bingo and
school-wide sing-a-long were both huge successes,
bringing energy, joy and a strong sense of togetherness
to the school community. We also want to extend a
heartfelt thank you to families for the staff lunch on the
last day of school. It was very much appreciated and
enjoyed by all.

We are especially grateful to the community volunteers
who have stepped in to help with lunch hour
supervision when needed, sometimes on very short
notice. Your support does not go unnoticed and is a
strong reminder of the caring and supportive
community we are fortunate to be a part of.

Our Polar Bear Club will be starting soon. This optional
program encourages students to enjoy outdoor play
even on colder days.

As always, please ensure your child is dressed to be
outdoors for up to 30 minutes, and that winter clothing
is clearly labelled to help us return items to their
owners more easily.

Thank you for your continued partnership and support.
We look forward to all that the winter months will bring
and to continuing to learn, play, and grow together in
2026.

Warm regards,
Mme Unrau & Mme Ostermann
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
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Parking

We want all children to have a safe
arrival and departure from school! The
school parking lot is not available for
visitor parking. All spots are reserved
and paid for by staff. Some staff
members come and go throughout the
day. Please do not use these staff parking spots for
pick-up or drop-off.

We would suggest the following areas for parking:
e Brock Street just east of the school

e Cordova Street across Grant Avenue and cross with
the lights at the pedestrian crossing

e The parking lot in the southwest corner of our
playground and walking across the field.

Parent Advisory Council
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Our Ecole Sir William Osler Parent
Advisory Council is always looking for
new members! Please consider joining
us to help support school programs
and initiatives.

Next Meeting: Wednesday, January 21, 2026
6:00 p.m.

Enchanted Forest
Donate your Real Christmas Tree for our Enchanted
Forest, After the Holidays!

The Playground Committee is
planning an Enchanted
Forest for the new year! Our
temporary forest of natural
Christmas trees will "grow"
along the fence and in the
school yard (we will stand them up in the snow). Your
tree will help create opportunities for more imaginative
play and will be incorporated into educators' lessons.

After you've removed your ornaments, you can drop off
your natural Christmas tree in the corner of the field by
the parking lot, any time from December 26, 2025 -
January 2, 2026. We have arranged for the trees to be
picked up and recycled when the snow melts.

Supporting Regular
Daily Attendance
Did You Know?

e Missing 10 percent of the school year (or just 2-3
days every month) can mean that by grade three, a
student has failed to master basic reading skills, and
by grade nine, they are at risk of dropping out of
school. Everyday, starting in nursery and
kindergarten, students are learning and practicing
basic literacy skills in order to be competent
readers, spellers, and writers as adults.

e Attending school regularly helps a child feel
connected to classmates and staff.

e Regular school attendance every year, starting in
nursery and kindergarten, will help your child to do
well later in high school, university or college, and at
work.

How You Can Help

¢ No matter their age, set a regular bedtime and
morning routine for your child.

e Lay out clothes and backpacks the night before.

e If your child seems anxious about going to school,
talk to their teacher about this concern. Together,
you both can make a plan to help your child.

e When possible, avoid medical appointments or trips
with your child when school is in session. Take
advantage of non-instructional days, or days during
the winter, spring, or summer break to schedule
appointments or trips.

School success goes hand in hand
with good attendance!

WATTERS

JANUARY 2026 NEWSLETTER



SafeArrival
Frequently Asked Questions

What is SafeArrival?

SafeArrival is an absence management system that
improves student safety and makes it easy for you to let
the school know about your child’s absence.

You are asked to report your child’s absence in advance
whenever possible using one of these convenient
methods:

SchoolMessenger app (free)
1. Provide your email address to the school.

2. Get the app from the Apple App Store
or the Google Play Store (or from the

links at https://

go.schoolmessenger.ca).

3. Tap Sign Up to create your account.

4. Select Attendance from the menu, and then select
Report an Absence.

Web and Mobile Web: https://go.schoolmessenger.ca

1. Provide your email address to the school.
2. Goto the website.

3. Click Sign Up to create your account.

4

Select Attendance from the menu,
then select Report an Absence.

Interactive Toll-Free Phone 1-855-278-4513
1. Call the toll-free, interactive telephone system.

2. Follow the instructions to report an
absence.

3. Record the confirmation number at
the end of the call. If you hang up
before this is given the absence will

be cancelled and will not be reported to the school.

Whenever an absence is reported or updated, you will
receive a confirmation notice by email (assuming you
have provided your contact information to the school).

If you don’t report your child’s absence in advance, the
automated notification system will try to contact you
(using the communication preferences if you have set
them up in the SchoolMessenger app). This may include
push notifications to the app, email, or phone calls. You

will be asked to provide the reason for your child’s
absence immediately. You may do so using the phone
line, website or mobile app.

If you try to explain an absence using SafeArrival, but
are then told that it is past the cut-off time, please
contact the school directly.

If you don’t want to receive notifications when your
child is absent, be sure to report your child’s absence
in advance.

If you do receive notifications of your child’s absence,
be sure to provide the reason as quickly as possible,
using one of the 3 methods listed above or during the
phone call notification itself.

Absences can be reported in advance:

e 24 hours/day.

e 7 days aweek.

e For any school day in the school year.

e Up to the cut-off time on the day of the absence.
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How to Keep your
Child’s Self Image Strong
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Say something positive to your child each day.

Try to see that your child achieves success in some
way each day by offering a variety of activities.

Give your child recognition for the effort they make
even though it may not come up to expectations.

Make your child feel that they belong.

Listen to your child and look the child in the eyes
when they are talking.

Answer your child’s questions openly, honestly, and
immediately if possible.

Do not embarrass your child, especially in front of
others; do not make the child question their worth.

Compliment the child when possible on creative
ideas, improvement in performing tasks, etc.

Encourage your child to be proud of their name,
ideas, improvement in performing tasks, etc.

Do not set goals so high that the chance of failure
prevents your child from trying.

Emphasize what your child does right instead of
what your child does wrong.

Treat your child as you would like to be treated.

10.

Family Literacy Day
Make Mealtime Family Learning Time
Tuesday, January 27, 2026

Follow a Recipe Together: Pick a recipe to make as
a family. Talk about the steps, ingredients, and
cooking instructions. Then enjoy your meal
together!

Write a Grocery List: Write a grocery list of
ingredients needed for your family meal. Practice
spelling, organize items by category, and add
prices to practice math.

Get Crafty with Food Packaging: Make crafts
together using food packaging such as plastic
containers, glass jars, or recycled cardboard.

Eat Your Words: Play with your food and write
words and messages to your family with alphabet
cereal and soup (we like cookie letters too!).

Play “What’s that Word?”: Introduce new food
words - like “zucchini” or “quinoa” - and look them
up together. Talk about where the food comes
from and how it’s used.

Label the Kitchen: Make removable sticky note
labels for everyday items in the kitchen (like
“refrigerator”, “spoon”, “cup”). Write the item
name in one or more languages to help learn new
words together.

Create a Family Cookbook: Collect
your family’s traditional recipes
and make your own family recipe
book. Write or type the recipe,
include a favourite memory or
story, and add your own drawings!
Try a Cultural Food Night: Pick a country, choose a
recipe from there, and make it as a family. Why
not learn a few words from the language spoken in
that country, too!

Explore Nutrition Labels: Pick a few of your
family’s favourite snacks and compare their
nutrition labels. Talk about serving sizes,
ingredients, and which items are healthy choices
and why.

Kitchen Cupboard Scavenger Hunt: Make a list of
items to find in your kitchen (such as “something
that starts with B” or “a can with tomatoes”). Read
labels together and talk about what each item is
used for.

Find more fun family activities at:
www.FamilyLiteracyDay.ca
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Important Dates for the

2025-2026 School Year
*All Dates Subject to Change*

Feb. 2 - No Classes: Admin Day
Feb. 16 - No School: Louis Riel Day
Feb. 17-20 - Festival Week

Feb. 17 - PAC Meeting 6:00 p.m.
Feb. 19 - Fun Lunch: Ihop

Mar. 19 - Student-Led Conference 3:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Mar. 20 - No Classes: Student-Led Conferences
Mar. 23-27 - Spirit Week

Mar. 23 - Report Cards Sent Home

Mar. 27 - Last Day of Classes

Mar. 30 - Spring Break Begins

Apr. 6 - Classes Resume

Apr. 8 - International Day of Pink
Bus Ridership

Apr. 10 - No Classes: Admin Day

Apr. 22 - PAC Meeting 6:00 p.m.

Apr. 23 - Fun Lunch: Boston Pizza

May 8 - No Classes: Admin Day

May 14 - Mobile Vision Clinic

May 15 - Rooms 1 & 3 to Oak Hammock Marsh
May 18 - No School: Victoria Day

May 19 - PAC Meeting & AGM 6:00 p.m.

May 25 - Grade 6 Immunizations

Jun. 18 - Fun Lunch: McDonald’s
Jun. 26 - No Classes: Admin Day

Report Cards Sent Home
Jun. 30 - Last Day of School

Know Your Zone
Ecole Sir William Osler is in Snow Zone F

Kinow

Usually two or three times per
year a residential parking ban is
called to facilitate the city's snow
clearing operation. All residential
| streets have been assigned to a
snow zone. It's important that all
city residents become familiar with their zone. You can
look up your residential street snow zone with the City
of Winnipeg address lookup tool or by contacting 311.

The city will announce the snow zone plow schedule
prior to a residential plow operation. Vehicles parked in
violation of the residential parking ban will receive a
$150 ticket (S75 if paid early), and may be towed to a
nearby street that is not scheduled to be plowed or that
has already been cleared.

French Activities

Are you wondering how you can help
with homework even though you don’t
speak French? Are you looking for
activities in French?

Here are some ideas:

o Visit www.fslhomeworktoolbox.ca for tips on
helping your child with homework and encouraging
French at home.

e Visit www.samamuse.ca. This Manitoba based
website offers thematic games for kindergarten to
grade 6. Students can practice their math and
French skills.
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Ecole Sir William Osler

Visit our website: www.winnipegsd.ca/schools/sirwilliamosler

1600 Grant Avenue
Dominique Ostermann Winnipeg, MB  R3N OM5

Principal J anua ry 202 6 Phone: 204-488-3569

Fax: 204-488-1441

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

NEWYEAR

Thursday, January 1
() WINTER
() BREAK
5 Day5 | 6 Day6| 7 Dayl| 8 Day2 | 9 Day 3
School Resumes Grades 4-6 Skating Club Grades 2-3 Skating Club
12 Day4| 13 Day5| 14 Day6| 15 Dayl | 16 Day 2
Grades 4-6 Skating Club Grades 2-3 Skating Club No School

Administration Day

@

19 Day3 | 20 Day4 | 21 Day5| 22 Day6 | 23 Day 1

Grades 2-3 Skating Club PAC Meeting Rooms 2,4 & 10

6:00 p.m. to CMHR

CANADIAN MUSEUM FOR
HUMAN RIGHTS

Grades 4-6
Skating Club

26 Day2 | 27 Day3 | 28 Day5 | 30 Day 6

Grades 4-6 Skating Club Family

Literacy Day

Grades 2-3
Skating Club
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