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T he month of January is now a memory for our 
school and community, and I am so excited to 

be back! The days may sƟll be cold, but the learning 
indoors is really heaƟng up. In the classroom, we 
conƟnue to see growth in all areas of students’ 
development. They have been learning so much and 
have been working diligently. We are looking forward to 
seeing some of their gains as we approach the next 
reporƟng period.   

During the month of February, classes will be working 
on Black History Month, FesƟval du Voyageur, la St 
ValenƟn, and 100 day projects and acƟviƟes. 

The weather usually starts to warm up this month but 
conƟnue to refer to the school’s Cold Weather 
Guidelines. Students are expected to take part in 
outdoor recess when weather permits so, please make 
sure your child is appropriately dressed and their 
clothing is labelled. There is indoor recess when 
temperatures drop to -28°C (with the wind chill) and 
colder. We will conƟnue to head outdoors with our 
Polar Bear Club when temperatures dip below the 
division guidelines. Merci to Mme Nicole and Mme 
Leianne who got this going during my absence! 

Our Welcome to Nursery/Kindergarten Open House will 
be held Thursday, Feb 5 at 6:00-7:00 p.m. in our gym. If 
you have family, friends or neighbours who have 
children starƟng school next year, please let them know 
about our Open House. We will keep you informed 
about Grade 7 catchments as we receive more 
informaƟon. The current informaƟon for the 2026-2027 
school year is that students will sƟll have a choice to 
aƩend École Sir William Osler or École River Heights 
School.  

 

The student registraƟon process for all WSD schools for 
the upcoming 2026/27 academic year will all be online. 
If you require assistance in compleƟng the forms or 
uploading documentaƟon, please come to the school 
and Mme Sabrina will be happy to help. Key dates 
include February 17 - registraƟon for students in the 
catchment area, April 6 - school of choice applicaƟons 
opens, May 15 - school of choice applicaƟons closes. 
Online registraƟon opens at 9:00 a.m. on both dates. If 
you have family, friends or neighbours with children 
who will be 4 years old for nursery (born in 2022) or 5 
years old for kindergarten (born in 2021) by December 
31, 2026, please encourage them to check out the 
division website at school registraƟon. 

Our enrolment projecƟons come up very soon as well. 
Student intenƟon forms will go out February 6 through 
permission click and are due back February 13. Please 
make sure to complete your forms as soon as possible 
as these help to create what our classrooms will look 
like next year as well as our staffing. 

Our spring fundraiser, Glenlea, opens up for online 
ordering February 1 and closes April 14. 

Also, back by popular demand, our school clothing will 
again be available for purchase. Ordering will open 
February 9 and closes on February 20. More 
informaƟon will come soon in emails with ordering 
informaƟon for each event. 

Thank you for all your 
support and assistance. As 
always, please do not 
hesitate to contact me or 
your classroom teacher if 
there is anything we can 
assist you with or if you 
have any quesƟons. 

Mme Ostermann 

ADMINISTRATOR’S MESSAGE 

École Sir William Osler 
February 2026 Newsle er 

Principal: Dominique Ostermann 204-488-3569                1600 Grant Avenue 



 

 

Parent Advisory Council 

Our École Sir William Osler Parent 
Advisory Council is always looking for 
new members! Please consider joining 
us to help support school programs and 
iniƟaƟves. MeeƟngs take place in 

person and virtually at 6:00 p.m. on Google Meet. 

Upcoming Mee ngs:   
 Tuesday, February 17 
 Wednesday, April 22 
 Tuesday, May 19 – AGM and execu ve elec ons 
    

Wind Chill & Recess 

We will be checking on the Winnipeg School Division 
website before each recess to check the wind chill 
factor. The wind chill reading used by the Winnipeg 
School Division will be that of Enviornment Canada at 
The Forks.  

 -17°C to -27°C we will be going outside. 

 -28°C and below we will have indoor recess. When 
this happens, students remain in their classrooms 
and play games, etc.   

Please remember to have 
your child dress 
appropriately for all 
weather…boots, hats, miƩs 
(insulated gloves), scarves, 
face masks, ski pants, etc. If they are aƩending school 
they will be expected to go outdoors for recess. 

 

 

2026-2027 Inten ons 

IntenƟon forms will be sent home 
Friday, February 6 to all parents through 
Permission Click regarding your 
intenƟons for the 2026-2027 school 
year. Please complete the form by 
Friday, February 13. 

Please noƟfy the school office if you are leaving our 
school for the 2026-2027 school year. 

 

 

 

2026-2027 School Year 

StarƟng February 17, 2026, online registraƟons for the 
2026-2027 school year will open at 9:00 a.m. for 
students who live in the school’s catchment area. On 
April 6, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. the WSD will start accepƟng 
registraƟons for those students who live outside of the 
school’s catchment or outside of the school division 
boundaries. 

Nursery students must be four years of age by 
December 31, 2026 (born in 2022). 

Kindergarten students must be five years of age by 
December 31, 2026 (born in 2021). 

Grade 1-7 students must be born between  
2020 and 2014. 

Q: Can my child a end a school outside our catchment 
area? 

Yes, you can apply but acceptance is not guaranteed. It 
depends on the school’s space and resources. The 
provincial guidelines prioriƟze: 

 Students designated for that school. 

 Students within the WSD boundaries. 

 Students outside of the WSD boundaries. 

Q: When can I apply for a School of Choice for my 
child? 

First, all students must register with their catchment 
schools BEFORE applying for a School of Choice. 
ApplicaƟons for School of Choice are accepted for the 
next school year between March 3 and May 15, 2025. 
WSD will inform families of applicaƟon results by the 
last week of the current school year, at the latest. 

Q: How can I apply for a School of Choice for my Child? 

The School of Choice applicaƟon process is different for 
students, depending on whether they live in WSD. 

Please see the secƟon about within-division and outside
-division students on the 
WSD website under student 
registraƟon FAQs. You can 
also access it through the 
following link: student 
registraƟon FAQ 
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Room 5 Learns About Chinese/Lunar New Year 

 What Room 5 Learned: 

 There are 12 zodiac animals: sheep, monkey, snake, dog, pig, rooster, dragon, rat, horse, ox, Ɵger & rabbit. 

 There are 5 elements: wood, fire, water, metal, earth. 

 We learned there was The Great Race for first spot and the rat came in first. 

 Some of us are fire monkeys, wood goats, and wood horses, based on the years we were born (2015-2016). 

 This year, it is February 17 - March 3, 2026, year of the Fire Horse. 

Why it was Meaningful to Learn About Chinese/Lunar New Year: 

 There are students at SWO who celebrate Chinese New Year. 

 It was interesƟng to learn about the characterisƟcs of the zodiac and compare our personality traits. 

Gong Zi Fao Chai! Zin Niana Kuai Le! 
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Learning About Black History Month in Room 7 

Room 7 is deeply engaged in thoughƞul conversaƟons about race, privilege, and the challenges some people face - 
oŌen for reasons that can be difficult to understand. During our discussions for Black History Month, students 
demonstrated remarkable insight, empathy, and maturity. Their reflecƟons leŌ no doubt that this generaƟon has 
the capacity to change the world for the beƩer. 

As part of their learning, students conducted research guided by four key ques ons: 

 Who is this person, and why are they important in Black history? 

 What challenges or obstacles did this person face? 

 How did this person help others or make a difference? 

 What is one lesson we can learn from this person’s life today? 

I am conƟnually in awe of their sincerity, their willingness to be vulnerable, and their ability to step into someone 
else’s shoes. These conversaƟons bring such hope and joy. Please stop by to see their work - it is truly incredible. 

Mme Leianne 
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Fes val du Voyageur! 

The Manitoban Fes val du Voyageur will take place this year at Voyageur Park in St. Boniface, from Friday, 
February 13 to Sunday, February 22, 2026. The FesƟval du Voyageur is the largest winter fesƟval in Western 
Canada, and a fun-filled family event with music, food, and acƟviƟes for young and old, including viewing snow 
sculptures, horse-drawn sleigh rides and tobogganing! Snow sculptures will be on display in Voyageur Park, as well 
as in various locaƟons around Winnipeg. For more informaƟon, please visit hƩps://heho.ca/. 

 

Theme days at our school for our FesƟval week are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students, staff and volunteers are encouraged to dress for our theme days! For “Sash Day,” while some students 
may have an actual “ceinture fléchée,” many students choose to Ɵe a scarf around their waist, as a sash. On Friday, 
we hope everyone will dress as a voyageur, including toque, sash, checkered shirt, and jeans. Beards are opƟonal! 

The staff are working hard to prepare for this week! Many engaging French acƟviƟes will take place in your child’s 
class.  

We are looking forward to celebraƟng this Manitoban cultural fesƟval!  

He ho héros! Bon FesƟval! 

Date Theme 

Monday,  
February 16 

No School:  
Louis Riel Day 

Tuesday,  
February 17 

Journée de la tuque/ 
Toque Day 

Wednesday, 
February 18 

Journée de la  
chemise à carreaux/  
Checkered Shirt Day 

Thursday,  
February 19 

Journée de la  
ceinture fléchée/ 

Sash Day 

Friday,  
February 20 

Journée du voyageur/ 
Dress Like a  
Voyageur Day 
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7 Ideas for Valen ne’s Day Fun 
www.parenƟng.com 

1. Give love a thumbs-up. Decorate valenƟnes with 
thumbprint hearts. Have your child dip 
their thumb (finger works fine, too) in red 
poster paint, then show them how to 
press it onto paper twice to create a heart 
shape.  

2. Eat your hearts out. Make a pan of Rice Krispies 
Treats, cool slightly, and then let your kids use a 
heart-shaped cookie cuƩer (coated with cooking 
spray) to punch out edible valenƟnes. Decorate with 
frosƟng and/or candies.  

3. Look for love. Play the “I love you to pieces” game: 
Cut out a big heart from construcƟon paper, and 
tear it up. Hide the various pieces around the house 
for the kids to find and then reassemble with tape.  

4. Go cocoa. Melt a bag of chocolate chips in the 
microwave then sƟr in raisins, marshmallows, candy 
hearts, etc. Drop spoonfuls of the mixture onto a 
baking sheet, and let set in the fridge unƟl hard. 
Wrap the candies in pink cellophane and Ɵe with 
ribbon to give to friends, siƩers, and teachers.  

5. Name that passion. At dinner, hand out three 
scraps of paper to each family member and ask 
them to write down something they love on each 
one (parents can write for liƩle ones). You might 
write “cheese”, “tennis”, and “sleep” on yours, for 
example. Fold up the papers, put them in a bowl, 
and take turns picking one out and guessing who 
loves what. 

6. Get carded. Make a pop-up ValenƟne’s card : Cut 
out three hearts of descending size from decoraƟve 
paper. Fold all the hearts in half, and adhere the 
largest one to the inside of a blank card with a single 
line of glue down the fold line. Layer the smaller 
hearts on top the same way for a three-dimensional 
greeƟng.  

7. Cozy up. Cuddle together on the couch and watch 
Be My ValenƟne, Charlie Brown. 

 

 

 

French Ac vi es 

Does your child like to spend Ɵme on 
the computer, laptop or tablet? Why 
not integrate some of that playƟme 
with French online games? 

Here are some websites you can try: 
 

 www.samamuse.ca. French 
themaƟc games that focus on numbers, leƩers, 
themes, math and verbs. Turn up the volume for 
this one! 

 www.idello.org/en. A bilingual site with a tab for 
parents and students. There are tons of videos for 
kids of all ages. Scroll to the boƩom. 

 www.french-games.net. French games that focus 
on themaƟc vocabulary. The site is in English, but all 
the games are in French. 

 
 

Boukili 
Free Illustrated Children’s Books! 

Boukili is a free 
applicaƟon that 
provides a variety of 
illustrated books for 
children. It aims to 
encourage children to 
read and helps them 

aƩain different levels of reading proficiency. 

With Boukili you can pracƟce reading in French with 
your child while keeping track of his or her reading 
progress. 

Visit boukili.ca/en for more informaƟon. 



 

 

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 6  N E W S L E T T E R   

Important Dates for the 
2025-2026 School Year 
*All Dates Subject to Change* 

 
Mar. 5 - Rooms 9 AM & PM & 14 AM to the Children’s 
   Museum - ALL DAY FIELD TRIP 
Mar. 6 - No Classes for Nursery & Kindergarten Only 
Mar. 19 - Student-Led Conference 3:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Mar. 20 - No Classes: Student-Led Conferences 
Mar. 23-27 - Spirit Week 
Mar. 23 - Report Cards Sent Home 
Mar. 27 - Last Day of Classes 
Mar. 30 - Spring Break Begins 
 
Apr. 6 - Classes Resume 
Apr. 8 - InternaƟonal Day of Pink 
  Bus Ridership 
Apr. 10 - No Classes: Admin Day 
Apr. 22 - PAC MeeƟng 6:00 p.m. 
Apr. 23 - Fun Lunch: Boston Pizza 
 
May 8 - No Classes: Admin Day 
May 14 - Mobile Vision Clinic 
May 15 - Rooms 1 & 3 to Oak Hammock Marsh 
May 18 - No School: Victoria Day 
May 19 - PAC MeeƟng & AGM 6:00 p.m. 
May 25 - Grade 6 ImmunizaƟons 
 
Jun. 18 - Fun Lunch: McDonald’s 
Jun. 26 - No Classes: Admin Day 
    Report Cards Sent Home 
Jun. 30 - Last Day of School 

 
 

 

Valen ne’s Day 
 

Don’t forget Valen ne’s Day is  
Saturday, February 14 

Groundhog Day 
Monday, February 2  

 

Will the groundhog see its shadow? 

February is  
Black History Month 

Chinese New Year 
Tuesday, February 17 - Tuesday, March 3 



 

 

February 2026 

Visit our website: www.winnipegsd.ca/schools/sirwilliamosler 

Day 1 

Day 4 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 
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24 25 26 27 

     

Day 2 Day 3 

Day 5 Day 6 Day 1 Day 2 
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Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 1 

1600 Grant Avenue 
Winnipeg, MB     R3N 0M5 

Phone: 204-488-3569 
Fax: 204-488-1441 

Dominique Ostermann 
Principal 

Day 6 Day 4 Day 1 

No School 
Louis Riel Day 

 

Day 1 Day 2 

FesƟval Week 
 

Toque Day 
 

Parent Council 
MeeƟng  
6:00 p.m. 

 
 

Sash Day 

 

IHOP Fun 
Lunch 

 
 

Checkered Shirt 
Day 

WSD Speed 
SkaƟng Races 

4:00 p.m. 

 

Dress Like a  
Voyageur 

 
Winter Fun 

Day 

Day 3 

No School 
Administra on 

Day 
Grade 6 

Babysiƫng 
Course 

Grades 4-6 SkaƟng Club 

 

Grades 2-3 SkaƟng Club 

 

MLA Mike Moroz 
Reading to the School 

Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 

Grades 2-3 SkaƟng Club 

 

Grades 4-6 SkaƟng Club 

 

Open House  
6:00 p.m. 

 


