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1. Administration’s Message
2. Literacy Academic & Language ADMINISTRATION MESSAGE

(LAL) Centre As we reflect on an exciting and successful Semester 2 at
I V[ [ N S ol EICMgo)==11y PMCI, we are proud to celebrate the many

(MPP) achievements, experiences, and opportunities that have
AL Wlaifslse Vies S enriched student learning both inside and outside the

, classroom.
5112 Diulige if B2l sUIrE) This edition highlights the incredible diversity of

Adventure programs and activities that make our school

11. Maroon Staff community thrive: from the Literacy, Academic and
12.-16. Sports Language Centre, Medical Professionals Program, and
17.Finest Accounting classes to student participation in the Duke
18. Jazz Fest of Edinburgh Adventure, Manitoba Youth Summit,

19. Concert Band Esports, Drone technology, and the arts through Jazz Fest
20. Drone and Concert Band. We also celebrate the

21. E Sports accomplishments of our student-athletes, whose

22 MMIWG2S+ Event dedication and teamwork continue to make us proud.

23. Matriarch Gathering

We are especially grateful for the opportunities that

24. Accounting class strengthened community and belonging through events
25. Hallway Mural such as the MMIWG2S+ gathering, Matriarch Gathering,
26. Cafeteria Grand Opening Hallway Mural projects, Cafeteria Grand Opening, and
27. Universal Nutrition Program the Universal Nutrition Program. These initiatives reflect
28.Musical Theatre our ongoing commitment to creating a welcoming,
29.Long Service Tea inclusive, and supportive environment for all students.

Thank you to our students, staff, families, and
community partners for your continued dedication to
making DMCI a place where every learner can grow,
contribute, and succeed. We look forward to building on
this momentum as we finish the school year strong.
DMCI Administration

30.Upcoming Dates




LAL Centre

Another exciting week at the DMCI LAL Centre during “I
Love to Read Month”! & 44 We were so proud of our EAL
students: Labiba, Yosan, Najmo, Mohamed, Florence,
Fidaa, and Elamin for sharing their stories and reading to
our students with confidence and heart.

Ms. Nario touched us with a beautiful story connected to
her Filipino heritage and memories of her Lola. Ms.
Machado read a funny story by Robert Munsch that had
everyone laughing and also shared a bit of her Portuguese
heritage. Ms. llagan read a book about colours followed by
a fun crafting activity, and Mr. Ola reminded us that it's
okay to be who we are, and to be proud of it.

We also felt very special welcoming Mr. Henderson back to
our classroom to read three wonderful books. As our
students said, “You are welcome to come back any time
you want!” @&

February is | Love to Read Month, and the DMCI LAL Centre is
celebrating with some amazing guest readers!

Our first week was full of surprises, starting with Chef Carl, who
shared his journey as an immigrant and revealed that Ms.
Ferreira was actually his first teacher in Canada before reading
a great book about sports.

Next, Ms. Usiskin led a fun session that inspired us to get
creative and author our very own books!

To close out the week, Mr. McAlpine shared his story with us,
even stopping for a special group photo request. A huge thank
you to our guests for making this week so inspiring and
memorable! &
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and the education required to enter the

profession. They also explored a case study that

demonstrated the different situations

respiratory therapists may encounter in their
work. Students also participated in a hands-on
activity where they learned the basics of how a

patient is intubated.

MPP had a presentation for respiratory therapy.
Students learned about the role of a respiratory
therapist, the types of patients they work with,
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DMCI students attended the first ever One Manitoba
Youth Summit. They got to listen to inspiring stories
of resilience and survival, take part in break out
groups with MLAs, and take part in a workshop.

Their highlight was meeting the premier @wabber !
They left feeling inspired, empowered and grateful!
Thank you to the Provincial government for giving
the youth a voice.

Astha Diantete Student

-
-
.

Student Astha was also interviewed. See a little
snippet as part of the CBC news broadcast.

https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/video/9.7109272



https://www.instagram.com/wabber/

DMCI MAROON S Duke of Edinburgh
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DMCI represents at Festival i
du Voyageur!

DUKE at the Festival

On February 17, ten of our dedicated Duke of
Edinburgh’s International Award students spent a
high-energy day volunteering at Festival du Voyageur.
Working alongside the Manitoba Trails Association, the
team kept the ski program running smoothly, waxing
skis, fitting gear, and helping people of all ages hit the
trails safely. It was a non-stop, "fast-paced" shift, but
our students handled it with total professionalism and
great attitudes!

After a busy day of leadership and community service,
the group celebrated with the ultimate festival reward:
hot chocolate and mini donuts. Way to go, DMCI!

Thanks for the wonderful opportunity.

Warm regards
Dalip Shekhawat
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Dukof Edinburgh
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COLL GLATE! ENSTITUTE

the Classroom

In a world where technology is growing rapidly and screen time often replaces time
spent outdoors, many essential outdoor life skills are slowly fading. Our connection
to nature is becoming weaker, and with it, our understanding of the land,
biodiversity, ecosystems, and environmental responsibility.

Today, students need more than academic knowledge; they need to be outdoor smart, nature smart, and
environmentally responsible. They need to understand survival skills, land-based learning, stewardship of natural
spaces, and the confidence to face challenges beyond the classroom.

From May 1-3, 12 DMCI students and 2 staff members took part in the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze and Silver Adventure
Journey at the beautiful Epinette Trail in Spruce Woods Provincial Park. This was far more than just a camping trip, it was
real-world education in its purest form.

Character, Culture, and Connection

Over three days, DMCl's Duke of Edinburgh students stepped outside their comfort
zones and into the wilderness, carrying full packs across demanding trails, learning
map reading with a compass, navigation, survival skills, and basic first aid. They
built shelters, practiced fire safety and starting campfires, prepared their own
meals, managed fire watch, and responded to emergency evacuation scenarios.
They also learned drone flying, adding a modern skill to their outdoor learning
experience.

The journey challenged both body and mind. Students carried water like seasoned
expedition members, hauled heavy loads up steep hills, and pushed through the
Scottish Mile and Canadian Mile runs, activities that tested endurance, discipline,
and mental strength. Beyond survival skills, students participated in scavenger
hunts, cultural activities, friendship band making, and land-based learning that
helped them better understand Indigenous plants, biodiversity, and environmental
stewardship. They learned the importance of respecting nature, practicing “Leave
No Trace” principles, and becoming protectors of the environment rather than just
visitors.

Evenings were spent around the bonfire, making s'mores, sharing stories,
reflecting on lessons learned, and building stronger friendships. Sleeping
in cabins and tents created a true sense of adventure and self-sufficiency.
Some of the best memories came from fire-making attempts that required
more patience than expected, a reminder that success often comes after a
few smoky failures and plenty of laughter.




“Outdoor education teaches lessons that cannot be learned inside four
classroom walls”

It teaches problem-solving under pressure, leadership during uncertainty,
teamwork when energy is low, and perseverance when the trail gets difficult.
It builds resilience, confidence, and character.

Throughout the journey, leadership appeared in quiet but powerful ways.
Some students naturally took charge during navigation tasks, others
supported through cooking, camp setup, and helping teammates who were
struggling. Everyone contributed. Everyone grew.

What stood out most was not just the physical challenge, but the
transformation in mindset. Students discovered that adventure is not about
comfort, it is about courage, responsibility, discipline, and trusting both
yourself and your team.

“Not everyone chooses the hard path, but those who do return stronger”.

We are incredibly proud of our DMCI students for setting such a strong
example of leadership, resilience, and environmental stewardship. They did
not simply complete a trip, they built character, created lifelong memories,
and gained practical life skills that will stay with them far beyond the trail.

This is the true purpose of outdoor education: preparing young people not
just for awards, but for life. And after three days in the woods, it is safe to
say that a hot shower felt like the greatest luxury of all.




Duke of Edinburgh

Duke of Edinburgh Students Make a Positive Impact Through Community Service and
Inclusion

June 6-7, 2026

Students participating in The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award demonstrated
outstanding leadership, service, and community spirit during two meaningful events held
over the weekend of June 6-7, 2026.

On June 6, Duke of Edinburgh students volunteered at the Run for Women, an event that
attracted approximately 1,200 runners from across the community. Students played an
important role in ensuring the success of the event by distributing finisher medals, serving at
water stations, decorating race bibs, and assisting with marshalling duties near the start and
finish lines. Their enthusiasm, dedication, and positive attitudes contributed to the energetic
atmosphere enjoyed by participants and volunteers alike. The event was filled with great
energy, excitement, and community spirit, making it a rewarding experience for everyone
involved.

On June 7, Duke of Edinburgh students joined fellow international students and teachers
from DMCI in proudly participating in the Winnipeg Pride Parade. Marching under the
Winnipeg School Division banner alongside students and staff from other schools across the
division, participants celebrated diversity, inclusion, and acceptance while carrying the Pride
flag and representing their school community with pride. Despite the warm weather, spirits
remained high throughout the parade. A special thank you goes to Ms. Allyson, who helped
keep everyone cool by providing freezies along the route. The parade concluded with great
enthusiasm, leaving students feeling inspired, motivated, and proud to be part of such a
welcoming and supportive community.

These two events showcased the values of service, leadership, respect, and community
engagement that are central to The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award. We are
incredibly proud of our students for their hard work, commitment, and positive
representation of both the Award program and DMCI. o /




Duke of Edinburgh
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Months of training. 42.2 km of teamwork. One unforgettable day.

Congratulations to our DMCI Duke of Edinburgh students who proudly participated in the Manitoba Marathon Relay as Team
Sigma and Team Alpha. Both teams successfully completed the relay in approximately 4 hours and 35 minutes, demonstrating
outstanding teamwork, perseverance, and determination.

Over the past two months, students committed themselves to training and preparation, including structured early-morning
training sessions at DMCI. Their dedication and hard work paid off on race day.

With perfect weather conditions, our students represented DMCI with pride, encouraging one another throughout the course
and exemplifying the values of commitment, resilience, and teamwork that are at the heart of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
program.

Well done to all participants on this remarkable achievement! We are proud of your effort, sportsmanship, and the positive way
you represented our school community.

M




Duke of Edinburgh

Daniel Mcintyre Collegiate Institute proudly celebrated a significant milestone as 12 students
received their Duke of Edinburgh’s International Bronze Award during a special ceremony at
Government House, where the awards were presented by Her Honour, the Honourable Anita Neville,
Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba.

The Duke of Edinburgh'’s International Award recognizes young people who challenge themselves
beyond the classroom through community service, skill development, physical recreation, and
adventurous journeys. Over the past eight months, our students collectively completed more than
654 hours of volunteering, personal growth, fitness, and outdoor adventure.

Their journey included two adventurous expeditions, where they learned leadership, resilience,
teamwork, problem-solving, and self-confidence while supporting one another through every
challenge. Along the way, they discovered that some of life’s greatest lessons are learned outside the
classroom.

This ceremony celebrated far more than certificates, it celebrated perseverance, service, and the
courage to embrace new experiences.

Congratulations to all 12 Bronze Award recipients. We are incredibly proud of your dedication,
character, and achievements. Thank you to our families, staff, volunteers, and community partners
whose encouragement helped make this journey possible.



Maroon Staff

Congratulations to our very skilled Staff Hockey
Team for a fun-filled and exciting showcase at
the MTS Hockey tournament this weekend! You
certainly demonstrated Maroon Pride!

Thanks to all the staff and families that were
able to come out and to those that were
cheering from a far!
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Badminton

Champions ¥

Congrats to the Varsity badminton team for bringing
home the Division banner in back to back years! Shout
out to Imran & Lynzie for taking 1st, Walif & Ku and
Azy & Angel for placing 2nd, as well as Angelo on hard
fought 2nd place finish.

And congrats to our JV Boys doubles for finishing first!
On to Provincials next week!

Shout out to Coaches Mr. Watt and Mr. Enns for your
time and mentoring ¥
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Track and Field

Congratulations to all of the track
and field athletes that attended the
meet at University of Manitoba.
They represented DMCI
exceptionally &

Athletes:
Alexis Cabradilla,
Joshua Sarto and Evan
Buckley




Team White proved that experience isn't
everything. With a roster full of Grade 10s and 11s,
this team brought endless energy, positivity, and a
willingness to learn. So many players stepped onto
the field for the first time this year and played
incredibly well, improving every game and making a
huge impact on the team. Their hard work,
kindness, and love for the sport made this season a
fun one to be a part of. The future is bright for this
group. Keep throwing, keep playing, and keep
being yourselves, there's a lot more to come.




Handball

Boys handball team competed in their quarter finals game in a back-
and-forth match against FRC. The boys played hard to the end but were
unfortunately defeated 38-43. Despite this loss, the boys emphasized
that they enjoyed trying this new sport and competing alongside each
other in this short action-packed season. Big shout out to DMCI Finest,
Badminton, Ultimate, Football, and Flag Football for sharing athletes and
making accommodations.

The following players are being nominated to represent DMCI at the
Boys Handball All Star Game Thursday May 28 at 730 pm at Dakota
Collegiate:

Kendal Webster (80 goals)

Jacob Sheller (68 goals)

David Ku (43 goals)

Leo Ghedini (Sisler international student) (30 goals)
Albert Nguyen (Goaltender)



Ms. Leost and | wanted to just take a moment to share some exciting news and recognize a
remarkable group of students!

This past weekend, our boys soccer team won the Provincial Championship, defeating the
number one seeded West Kildonan team in the final. It's an incredible accomplishment, but
what makes it even more special is the journey these students took to get there.

At the beginning of the season, they set a goal of winning their division and competing for a
provincial title. Through months of training and commitment, they achieved exactly that.
They did face adversity throughout the season and experienced some difficult moments,
but they continued to believe in themselves and as coaches, that is what really stood out to
us!

We just want to thank all of you for the support you showed our student athletes
throughout the year. Whether it was flexibility with missed classes, encouraging words in
the hallways, checking in on players, or coming out to games, your support helped make
this experience possible. Special thanks to Faatimah (Ms. K) for bringing food and drinks for
our boys both days out to Steinbach in the heat!! Schools achieve great things when
everyone works together and this championship is something our entire Daniel Mcintyre
community can be proud of!

Sincerely,
Coaches - Danny and Brittney

“A proud moment

for DMCI” [
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Congratulations to the DMCI Concert Band on their Music
Monday performances! The ensemble played at the Manitoba
Music Educators' Association May Concert Series in the
Legislature before heading outside to join over 600 students in
a mass performance of Wave of Light. Not even snow on May 4
could stop students from all over Manitoba playing in support
of CancerCare Manitoba!

Cowcert Berad

Festival 2020

Bravo to the DMCI Concert Band on an outstanding performance at
the MBA Concert Band Festival! Their musicianship, professionalism,
and citizenship shone through, earning them excellent feedback from
adjudicators, a superior performance award, and an invitation to the
MusicFest “The Nationals” Festival. Congratulations to all!




DMCI students exploring the future of tech:

4 of our students attended a Drone Workshop at Studio Lab
XR downtown alongside 50 students from different school
divisions. They learned about DJI drones, LiDAR sensors,
gimbal stabilization, and real-world applications in industries
like construction and mapping. Hands-on experience flying
drones and seeing 2D/3D real-time imaging made it even
more exciting!
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Minecraft - Teams were tasked to build an important Manitoba
landmark in the world of Minecraft. Our students chose to recreate
The Forks on Canada Day. They made it to the Top 8 and had the
opportunity to present their work at the final showcase, back in
March. Jann and the students did an amazing job!

Adonia A

Iris M

Marc O - He was on the Brandon trip but was part of the
presentation, virtually. Hence, the picture.

Brawlhalla - AAA Provincial Champions
Lexis B
Eron M
Liam M

Valorant Maroons Team - AAA Provincial Champions (3 years in a
row)

Jacob B

Justin C

Evo |

Daniel N

Rheign R

Kyle S

Rhysler S

BValorant Black Team - AAA Provincial Top 4
Rajr A

Randolf B

Ihna B

Angelo C

Adriel H

Kyle M

Mykko V

Valorant White Team - AA Provincial Champions
Lyronn A

JonD

Ken F

David L

Marc O

Chris S

Rocket League Spring Season - Provincial Top 8

Darien A

Jacob B

Markus D

Daniel N

Saeed Z : L5 R - g
Rhysler S '=,'i| W, s a ’
Super Smash Bros - Provincial Tournament in Brandon, MB - The last few | . AAA DIVISION =
pictures are of the Assiniboine Community College Broadcast and Tech :ﬂwﬂm
Facility. . - AT
Adonia A - A Division Top 8 2 1 | 2025-2026

Erik C - A Division Top 4 = ¢ et s

Khloe C - A Division Top 8
David L - A Division Top 16

On behalf of the Esports coaching staff and students, thank you again for
your continued support of our incredibly successful students.






WSD Matriarch Gathering

The 1st WSD Matriarch Gathering at DMCI brought together students, parents,
guardians, caregivers, aunties, kookums, knowledge keepers, and divisional staff.
Participants had the opportunity to hear students share their stories, build
connections with one another, and listen to keynote speaker and former student
Salena Staling. The gathering created a welcoming space to celebrate matriarchal
leadership, strengthen community relationships, and explore the importance of
healing, self-care, and wellness. Through storytelling, reflection, and shared
experiences, attendees were encouraged to honour their strengths, support one
another, and nurture their personal and collective well-being.




ACCOUNTING CLASS
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This past April and May, students in our Grade 12 Accounting Systems
class had the exciting opportunity to tour two of Winnipeg's leading

accounting firms — MNP and BDO. These visits offered something no
classroom lesson can replicate: a genuine, behind-the-scenes look at o
the professional world our students may soon be stepping into.

During each tour, students explored the firms' offices, enjoyed
generous hospitality, and — most valuably — sat down with real
accountants at every stage of their careers. From professionals who
graduated just a few years ago to seasoned veterans with decades of
experience, students were able to ask candid questions and gain
honest insight into what a career in accounting truly looks like.

Experiences like these are transformative. They turn abstract
classroom concepts into tangible career possibilities, and give students
the confidence and context to make informed decisions about their
futures. We are incredibly grateful to both MNP and BDO for opening
their doors and investing their time in the next generation of
accounting professionals.




DMCI HALLWAY MURAL
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DMCI CAFETERIA GRAND OPENING

On May 20, 2026, the halls of Daniel Mcintyre Collegiate Institute were
filled with excitement, music, laughter, and the smell of good food as
students, staff, and guests gathered to celebrate the grand opening of the
newly revitalized DMCI cafeteria.

What began as a classroom idea in the Grade 12 Business program grew
into a full-scale real-world project focused on improving one of the busiest
and most important spaces in the school. Often called the “heart of DMCI,”
the cafeteria is a place where students gather every day to eat, connect,
study, laugh, and recharge. The goal of the project was simple: to create a
welcoming space that students would genuinely enjoy being in.

The grand opening ceremony welcomed distinguished guests from the
Winnipeg School Division Nutrition Department, Building Department, the
Assistant Superintendent's Office, along with school administration,
teachers, support staff, and students from Grades 9-12.

Principal Ms. Woloschuk praised the efforts of the students and staff
involved in the project and highlighted the importance of creating spaces
where students feel connected, supported, and welcomed. The event also
recognized the tremendous support of the cafeteria team, including Chefs
Ms. Wanda and Mr. Carl, whose daily work and encouragement helped
bring warmth, positivity, and community spirit to the cafeteria
environment.




UNIVERSAL
NUTRITION

PROGRAM

The Universal Nutrition Program (UNP) ensures that food is available to all students in every school

in Winnipeg School Division, at no cost to families.

The UNP provides meals and/or snacks to students during regular school hours. It does not support
food for extra-curricular activities, after-school programs, classroom events, staff, or families.

All schools in WSD must offer a daily snack and/or meal program to all students throughout

the school year.

What does “universal” mean?

“Universal” means universal access, not universal
participation. Students are not required to take
part, but all students must be able to access
food at school without barriers, at no cost, and
without showing proof of need.

This approach follows Manitoba’s Public Schools
Act, Bill C-17 (“Nello’s Law”).

Program details

The type and level of meal and/or snack service
at each school depends on community need,
staff capacity, kitchen facilities, budget, and
divisional policy.

School administrators work with divisional and
school staff to design a program that best fits
their school community.

The UNP can support breakfast, lunch, and/or
snacks. Food is served only during school hours
and only to students.

Informing families

School administrators must share information
about their school’s UNP throughout the school
year using established school communication
channels such as their student handbook,
website, and/or newsletter.

Schools must also regularly share menus so
families can make informed decisions about
participating in the program.

School administrators, food coordinators, and
support staff should gather feedback from
students and families through surveys, student
projects, or other engagement opportunities.

Providing safe food

Food served through the UNP must align with:
» Winnipeg School Division’s IGAEA
Nutrition Policy
» Canada’s Food Guide
» Province of Manitoba Moving Forward
with School Nutrition Guidelines (2014)

Schools are encouraged to include culturally
relevant foods and dishes whenever possible.

All staff share responsibility for maintaining safe
food environments and handling food in ways
that reduce risk to students.

Winnipeg School Division has publicly tendered
contracts with food suppliers. A UNP must
purchase food only from approved vendors.

All schools are registered with Manitoba Health

to operate the Universal Nutrition Program.

Funding

UNP funding is intended to supplement a school’s
existing nutrition program, if they have one.
Schools can still apply for community grants such
as Breakfast Club of Canada (BCC), Child
Nutrition Council of Manitoba (CNCM), and
others.

Community grants follow the same nutrition
standards, guidelines, and processes as the UNP.

For more information, contact:
wsdnutritionprogram@wsdl.org


https://media.winnipegsd.ca/media/Default/medialib/igaea.73a0d412989.pdf
https://media.winnipegsd.ca/media/Default/medialib/igaea.73a0d412989.pdf
https://media.winnipegsd.ca/media/Default/medialib/igaea.73a0d412989.pdf
https://media.winnipegsd.ca/media/Default/medialib/igaea.73a0d412989.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/hc-sc/documents/services/food-guide/explore/dietary-guidelines/dietary-guidelines.pdf
https://www.gov.mb.ca/healthyschools/foodinschools/documents/mfsng/mfsng.pdf
https://www.gov.mb.ca/healthyschools/foodinschools/documents/mfsng/mfsng.pdf
https://www.gov.mb.ca/healthyschools/foodinschools/documents/mfsng/mfsng.pdf
mailto:wsdnutritionprogram@wsd1.org
mailto:wsdnutritionprogram@wsd1.org
mailto:wsdnutritionprogram@wsd1.org

MUSICAL THEATRE CONFERENCE

Our students attended the Rainbow Stage Musical Theatre
Conference. As you can see from the photos, the students had a
wonderfully engaging day with hands on experience for all kinds
of different aspects of theatre.




LONG SERVICE TEA
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Dear Families,

As another wonderful school year comes to a close, we would like to extend our
heartfelt thanks for your continued support, partnership, and involvement
throughout the year.

Summer is a time to relax, recharge, create lasting memories with family and

friends. Whether you are traveling, exploring your community, enjoying outdoor )
activities, or simply spending quality time together, we hope the season brings

you joy, laughter, and many special moments.

We encourage everyone to stay safe, active and take time to enjoy all that
summer has to offer. We look forward to hearing about your adventures and
welcoming everyone back refreshed and ready for another exciting year ahead.

Warm Regards,

DMCI

UPCOMING DATES:

 July, 1** 2026 - Canada Day Q")

SU MME R * Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2026- School Reopens

AM Grade 9/10 students ONLY

[ ]
‘v PM Grade 11/12 students ONLY
e Thursday, Sept. 10, 2026- All Students.

AM - Scavenger Hunt
2026/27

SCHOOL DAY CALENDAR PM - Explore What DMCI Has to Offer

* Tuesday, Sept. 29, 2026- National Day For Truth & @?}f"

Reconciliation at DMCI


https://www.winnipegsd.ca/wsd-school-day-calendar
https://www.winnipegsd.ca/wsd-school-day-calendar
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	LAL Centre
	February is I Love to Read Month, and the DMCI LAL Centre is celebrating with some amazing guest readers!
	Our first week was full of surprises, starting with Chef Carl, who shared his journey as an immigrant and revealed that Ms. Ferreira was actually his first teacher in Canada before reading a great book about sports.
	Next, Ms. Usiskin led a fun session that inspired us to get creative and author our very own books!
	To close out the week, Mr. McAlpine shared his story with us, even stopping for a special group photo request. A huge thank you to our guests for making this week so inspiring and memorable! 📚✨🌟

	“You are welcome to come back any time you want!”
	Medical Professionals Program
	Manitoba Youth Summit
	DMCI MAROON’S Duke of Edinburgh JOURNEY
	DMCI represents at Festival du Voyageur!
	DUKE at the Festival
	Duke of Edinburgh


	Beyond
	the Classroom
	In a world where technology is growing rapidly and screen time often replaces time spent outdoors, many essential outdoor life skills are slowly fading. Our connection to nature is becoming weaker, and with it, our understanding of the land, biodiversity, ecosystems, and environmental responsibility.
	Today, students need more than academic knowledge; they need to be outdoor smart, nature smart, and environmentally responsible. They need to understand survival skills, land-based learning, stewardship of natural spaces, and the confidence to face challenges beyond the classroom.
	From May 1–3, 12 DMCI students and 2 staff members took part in the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze and Silver Adventure Journey at the beautiful Epinette Trail in Spruce Woods Provincial Park. This was far more than just a camping trip, it was real-world education in its purest form.
	Character, Culture, and Connection
	Evenings were spent around the bonfire, making s’mores, sharing stories, reflecting on lessons learned, and building stronger friendships. Sleeping in cabins and tents created a true sense of adventure and self-sufficiency. Some of the best memories came from fire-making attempts that required more patience than expected, a reminder that success often comes after a few smoky failures and plenty of laughter.



	“Outdoor education teaches lessons that cannot be learned inside four classroom walls”
	It teaches problem-solving under pressure, leadership during uncertainty, teamwork when energy is low, and perseverance when the trail gets difficult. It builds resilience, confidence, and character.
	Throughout the journey, leadership appeared in quiet but powerful ways. Some students naturally took charge during navigation tasks, others supported through cooking, camp setup, and helping teammates who were struggling. Everyone contributed. Everyone grew.
	What stood out most was not just the physical challenge, but the transformation in mindset. Students discovered that adventure is not about comfort, it is about courage, responsibility, discipline, and trusting both yourself and your team.
	“Not everyone chooses the hard path, but those who do return stronger”.
	We are incredibly proud of our DMCI students for setting such a strong example of leadership, resilience, and environmental stewardship. They did not simply complete a trip, they built character, created lifelong memories, and gained practical life skills that will stay with them far beyond the trail.
	This is the true purpose of outdoor education: preparing young people not just for awards, but for life. And after three days in the woods, it is safe to say that a hot shower felt like the greatest luxury of all.
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