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Message to Families  

Fax: 204-586-0383 Phone: 204-586-8346 270 Flora Ave, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R2W 2P9 

Dear Families, 

As we welcome January at David Livingstone School, 
we enter a season of reflection, renewal, and quiet 
strength. In many worldviews, winter is a time for 
rest, storytelling, and listening—a moment to pause, 
turn inward, and gather wisdom from one another. 

January invites us to recognize the resilience we are 
born with, and the knowledge and traditions that 
have endured across generations. Through classroom 
activities, discussions, and shared experiences, 
students continue to build understanding, respect, 
and appreciation for diverse perspectives and ways of 
knowing. 

We are grateful for the partnership we share with 
families and the broader community. Together, we 
nurture a learning environment rooted in respect, 
care, and belonging, where every child’s story is  
valued. 
 
 
 
M r .  C l a r k e              M s .  M a r t i n e z  
P r i n c i pa l        V i c e -P r i n c i pa l  

  

NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2025  

Report Absences/

Lates to  

204-586-8346 

 

Students need to 

enter through their 

assigned doors. 

 

 

This is a nut/peanut 

free school. 

 

Remember to dress 

for the weather!  
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February 
    
2 No School   
16 Louis Riel Day–HOLIDAY School Closed 

 
 

March     

 
5  Winter Carnival  
6 No School   
19    Student-led Conferences—4:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
20 Student-led Conferences—No School   
23  Reports Go Home 
23-27 Spirit Week 
27     Movie Day 
30-3  SPRING BREAK 
 
 
April 
 
6 School re-opens  
8      Day of Pink 
10  No School    
14  Spring Classroom Photos   
22  Spring Concert Grade 5-8 
23 Bus Ridership 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

May 
                       
5  Red Dress Day  
8       No School   
18     Victoria Day—No School   
27     Volunteer Celebration—10:30 AM  
  
June 
 
5  Divisional Pow Wow  
11  Field Day  
16  N/K Celebration 
17     Award Day Grade 1-7 
18 Grade 8 Farewell 
19  Report Cards go home 
21    National Indigenous Peoples Day 
24  Community BBQ 1:00-2:30 PM 
30     Last Day of School—Dismissal at 11:30 AM 

DAVID LIVINGSTONE SCHOOL CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2025-2026 

DAVID LIVINGSTONE SCHOOL 
MISSION STATEMENT  

David Livingstone School is committed to working together 
with the community to prepare students for the challenges of 
the future by providing a safe, supportive environment,  
reflecting the diverse needs, cultures, abilities and interests of 
our students while striving for academic excellence.  
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 Important Dates  

 January 4 National Ribbon Skirt Day  

January 5 School Re-opens after Winter Break  

January 7 Family Gathering 3:45 pm– 4:30 pm  

January 6, 7, 8 Hearing Screening  

January 31 No School  

 Attendance Facts 

• Students need to be present to learn. Attending  regularly helps 

children feel better about school. 

• Students who miss only 15 days a year will end up missing a full year 

of  school  by grade 12. 

• A student with 90% attendance (missing 2 days a month) will miss 4 

weeks of  school per year! This can make it harder to learn to read. 

• Being only 10 minutes late each day equals 6 missed days of 

instruction over the year.  Children who miss too many days in 

kindergarten and grade one often have trouble mastering reading. 
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Students in Grade 5/6 Rm 11 have been hard at work learning and 

refining their knowledge of their multiplication facts up to 9×9. In the 

weeks leading up to the break, they played games in partners and 

small groups. Not only did they practice their math facts, but they al-

so practiced their skills of communication and collaboration.  

 

Looking ahead to the new year, Rm 11 will be going on 2 Field Trips:  

-February 24 - Manitoba Museum  

-March 18 - Project 11- Manitoba Moose Game Day at Canada Life 

Centre.  

 

Ms. Lepla 

 

Room 11 Ms. Lepla 
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National Ribbon Skirt Day is celebrated annually on January 4. We recognize this day 
as an opportunity to understand the importance of cultural expression, ensuring Indige-
nous teachings and values are celebrated and understood across generations. This 
day honours Indigenous women, girls, and gender-diverse people, highlighting the cul-
tural significance and strength embodied by the ribbon skirt. 

The Ribbon Skirt 

Ribbon skirts are a representation of Indigenous identity, resilience, and heritage. Their 
vibrant colours and intricate designs are a symbol of pride and deep connection to the 
land. They are adorned with ribbons, each carrying personal, cultural, or spiritual sig-
nificance to their wearer.  

About this day 

This day commemorates the experience of Isabella Kulak, an Indigenous student from 

Cote First Nation in Saskatchewan, who was shamed for wearing a ribbon skirt to a 

formal dress day at her school. In 2022, Isabella’s experience sparked a wave of glob-

al solidarity and inspired the enactment of the National Ribbon Skirt Day Act in  

Canada. 
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Grade 3/4 Class – Highlights 

Our Grade 3/4 class had a wonderful December full of laughter, fun, and 

memory-making! Thanks to Heavy Construction Santa, all students in         

Grades 1–4 received generous gifts, and we are so grateful for this thoughtful 

donation. Our class had a great time playing with our gifts, sharing holiday 

treats, and celebrating the season together. It was a joyful way to end the year 

and create memories we will always treasure! 

 

 

 

 

Room 12 Mr. Khan  
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Ribbon Skirt Club – Volunteers Welcome 

Our Ribbon Skirt Club is a special time for students to learn, create, and 
connect through teachings that honour Indigenous culture and tradi-
tions. We are looking for family members who may be able to volun-
teer one lunch hour a week to help support this meaningful work. Your 
presence and guidance would be greatly appreciated as we walk along-
side our students in celebrating identity, culture, and creativity. 

If you are interested, please contact the school office 204-586-8346 or 

come on down, we would love to have you join us.   
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Our 6-foot tipi at David Livingstone School is more than a structure, it’s a place 

of learning and connection. This year, our Leadership Group has been sharing 

the teachings of the tipi with younger students, guiding them on its cultural sig-

nificance and showing classes how to set it up. Through these hands-on experi-

ences, students gain a deeper understanding of Indigenous traditions, commu-

nity, and the importance of working together. 

Learning Through the Tipi at David Livingstone School 
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As we begin 2026, we wish all our families a happy, 

healthy, and hopeful New Year. May this year bring 

continued learning, growth, and many moments of joy for you and 

your loved ones. Thank you for being an important 

part of our school community.  
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Room 13 Mr. Gillespie  

The students in Room 13 have been working very hard and were very excited to 

share their learning with their families during   Student-Led Conferences.  It was 

nice to see so many families come to the school and support their children. 

As part of their study of the human body systems, specifically the cardiovascular 

system; the students in room 13 were involved in a WISE KIDnetic workshop, 

where they were able to participate in the dissection of a pig’s heart. 

We hope you had a safe holiday break and all the best in the New Year! 

Mr. Gillespie 

Miss Ester 
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School Start Times  

David Livingstone School offers a 

Breakfast program for grades N-8 in 

class from 9:00-9:30 am.   

The bell will ring at 8:55 and classes 

will commence at 9:00.   

Lunch is from 12:00-12:55.  End of 

the day dismissal is at 3:30pm.   
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January 2026 in the Gym 
 

For the month of January in the gym, students in Rooms 1,2,4,5 and 6 will work on manipulation 
skills.  Rolling, bouncing and catching will be our focus.  When rolling we want to hold the ball 
with one hand, backswing and follow through with the rolling hand.  The bounce has us pushing 
a ball down ahead of the feet while ensuring there is no slap.  With the catch we will practice 
keeping our eyes on the ball and catching with the hands only (not scooping to our chests). 

 

Students in Rooms 10, 11, 13 and 14 will work on the sport of basketball.  We will work on pass-
ing, catching, dribbling, pivoting and shooting.  The sport of basketball was invented by Canadi-
an, James Naismith.  He was a teacher who thought it would be a good way to keep children busy 
while waiting for the baseball season to start.  The first players used peach baskets nailed to the 
wall and a soccer ball.  Skilled basketball players have good running and jumping skills, the ability 
to shoot a ball accurately and a good sense of teamwork and strategy. 

 
 

 

Extra Curricular January Gym Activities 

 

Mondays 12:30   Grade 4-8 Floor Hockey 

Thursdays 12:30   Grade 4-6 Basketball Team Practice 

Fridays 12:30   Grade 7-8 Basketball Team Practice   
  

 

     
     
   

   

 

 

Phys-Ed  Ms. Hancharyk 
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January 2026 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

                             1 1                     2                    

Winter Break Ends  

5                        Day 5 

School Reopens 

 

Gr.4-8 Floor Hockey 

@12:30 pm  

6                      Day 6 

Ukulele Club  at 

12:00 pm  

 

Hockey H.E.R.O.S. 

7                        Day 1 

Family Gathering @ 

3:45 pm  

8                        Day 2 

Gr.4-6 Basketball 

@12:30 pm  

Spirit North  

 

9                      Day 3 

7/8 Basketball 

@12:30 pm  

12                      Day 4 

Gr.4-8 Floor Hockey 

@12:30 pm  

  

13                     Day 5 

Ukulele Club  at 

12:00 pm  

 

 

Hockey H.E.R.O.S. 

14                       Day 6 15                     Day 1 

Gr.4-6 Basketball 

@12:30 pm  

Spirit North  

 

 

16                      Day 2 

         7/8 Basketball 

@12:30 pm  

19                      Day 3 

Gr.4-8 Floor Hockey 

@12:30 pm  

20                     Day 4 

Ukulele Club  at 

12:00 pm  

   

 

Hockey H.E.R.O.S. 

21                       Day 5 

   

 

22                      Day 6 

 Gr.4-6 Basketball 

@12:30 pm  

Spirit North  

 

 

23                      Day 1 

7/8 Basketball 

@12:30 pm  

26                 Day 2 

Gr.4-8 Floor Hockey 

@12:30 pm  

 

 

27                     Day 3 

Ukulele Club  at 

12:00 pm  

 

 

Hockey H.E.R.O.S. 

28                       Day 4 29                      Day 5 

Gr.4-6 Basketball 

@12:30 pm  

Spirit North  

30                      Day 6 

7/8 Basketball 

@12:30 pm  

   H   E   A   R   I   N   G                S   C   R   E   E   N   I   N   G 


