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Introduc)on	
  

Dr.	
  Heather	
  Robinson	
  envisioned	
  a	
  Medicine	
  Wheel	
  garden	
  several	
  years	
  ago.	
  
We	
  began	
  planning	
  in	
  earnest	
  aMer	
  a	
  mee0ng	
  in	
  October	
  2007.	
  

An	
  intensive	
  collabora0ve	
  process	
  followed	
  involving	
  students,	
  staff	
  and	
  
neighbours,	
  all	
  guided	
  by	
  Dave	
  Courchene	
  Jr.,	
  who	
  accepted	
  tobacco	
  to	
  act	
  as	
  
our	
  guiding	
  elder.	
  

Sustainability	
  is	
  woven	
  throughout	
  the	
  Aboriginal	
  belief	
  system.	
  It	
  is	
  said	
  that	
  
in	
  whatever	
  you	
  do,	
  be	
  mindful	
  of	
  the	
  effect	
  on	
  not	
  only	
  the	
  next	
  genera0on,	
  
but	
  the	
  the	
  effect	
  on	
  the	
  seventh	
  genera0on	
  –	
  our	
  great-­‐grandchildren’s	
  great-­‐
grandchildren’s	
  great-­‐grandchildren’s	
  children.	
  And	
  with	
  that	
  considera0on,	
  we	
  
proceeded	
  mindfully	
  in	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  all	
  aspects	
  of	
  the	
  garden.	
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We	
  required	
  leYers	
  of	
  supports	
  from	
  all	
  our	
  neighbours,	
  
and	
  as	
  you	
  can	
  see	
  from	
  this	
  Google	
  Map,	
  we’re	
  situated	
  
in	
  a	
  very	
  dense	
  area	
  of	
  the	
  city.	
  

We	
  consider	
  our	
  circle	
  garden	
  as	
  a	
  sacred	
  space	
  –	
  even	
  in	
  
this	
  busy	
  urban	
  se[ng.	
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We	
  received	
  overwhelming	
  support	
  from	
  our	
  funders	
  as	
  
demonstrated	
  by	
  the	
  donor	
  stone,	
  which	
  is	
  a	
  permanent	
  
feature	
  of	
  the	
  garden.	
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Sustainable	
  development	
  means	
  demonstra0ng	
  that	
  a	
  new	
  
ini0a0ve	
  meets	
  the	
  requirements	
  of	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  three	
  priority	
  
areas.	
  And	
  in	
  the	
  case	
  of	
  the	
  Circle	
  Garden,	
  even	
  though	
  our	
  
main	
  focus	
  was	
  the	
  socio-­‐cultural	
  factors,	
  care	
  was	
  taken	
  in	
  its	
  
development	
  to	
  make	
  sure	
  that	
  it	
  not	
  only	
  did	
  no	
  damage	
  to	
  the	
  
environment	
  or	
  local	
  economy,	
  but	
  that	
  wherever	
  possible	
  it	
  
followed	
  the	
  principals	
  of	
  sustainability	
  in	
  those	
  areas	
  as	
  well.	
  

This	
  short	
  presenta0on	
  will	
  highlight	
  how	
  the	
  garden	
  honours	
  
cultural	
  diversity,	
  human	
  rights,	
  community,	
  and	
  intercultural	
  
understanding.	
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The	
  protocol	
  and	
  processes	
  we	
  followed	
  during	
  the	
  
development	
  of	
  the	
  garden	
  are	
  consistent	
  with	
  sustaining	
  and	
  
honouring	
  cultural	
  diversity.	
  

This	
  picture	
  was	
  taken	
  at	
  the	
  blessing	
  ceremony	
  &	
  feast.	
  Dave	
  
Courchene	
  Jr.	
  advised	
  us	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  important	
  to	
  offer	
  tobacco	
  
on	
  the	
  site	
  of	
  the	
  garden	
  and	
  host	
  a	
  feast	
  before	
  construc0on	
  
began.	
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This	
  is	
  a	
  picture	
  of	
  one	
  of	
  our	
  students	
  who	
  has	
  been	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  
circle	
  garden	
  commiYee	
  from	
  its	
  beginning,	
  even	
  though	
  he’s	
  no	
  
longer	
  a	
  student	
  at	
  our	
  school.	
  He’s	
  offering	
  tobacco	
  on	
  the	
  day	
  
that	
  we	
  dug	
  up	
  the	
  exis0ng	
  daylilies.	
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One	
  of	
  the	
  tenets	
  of	
  the	
  Aboriginal	
  worldview	
  is	
  that	
  it’s	
  important	
  to	
  use	
  
everything,	
  especially	
  in	
  regards	
  to	
  animal	
  and	
  plant	
  life.	
  The	
  daylilies	
  
were	
  dug	
  and	
  carried	
  off	
  by	
  staff	
  and	
  students	
  to	
  be	
  planted	
  in	
  yards	
  and	
  
gardens.	
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Human	
  Rights	
  

Universal	
  Declara)on	
  of	
  Human	
  Rights	
  Ar)cle	
  1	
  “All	
  human	
  beings	
  are	
  
born	
  free	
  and	
  equal	
  in	
  dignity	
  and	
  right.”	
  The	
  circle	
  is	
  a	
  symbol	
  of	
  equality	
  
–	
  everyone	
  sits	
  the	
  same	
  distance	
  from	
  the	
  center	
  and	
  there	
  is	
  no	
  “head	
  
of	
  the	
  table”	
  or	
  “front	
  of	
  the	
  room”.	
  

Universal	
  Declara)on	
  of	
  Human	
  Rights	
  Ar)cle	
  22	
  guarantees	
  within	
  
reason	
  the	
  economic,	
  social	
  and	
  cultural	
  rights	
  indispensable	
  for	
  our	
  
dignity	
  and	
  the	
  free	
  development	
  of	
  our	
  personality.”	
  	
  	
  

We	
  have	
  an	
  extra	
  responsibility	
  to	
  Aboriginal	
  students	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  
past	
  500	
  years	
  of	
  oppression	
  during	
  coloniza0on	
  in	
  Canada,	
  and	
  in	
  
par0cular	
  the	
  devasta0ng	
  legacy	
  of	
  the	
  residen0al	
  schools.	
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This	
  chart	
  gives	
  the	
  approximate	
  break-­‐down	
  of	
  our	
  student	
  popula0on.	
  This	
  data	
  
was	
  taken	
  from	
  a	
  form	
  asking	
  students	
  to	
  self-­‐iden0fy	
  their	
  ethnicity	
  in	
  December	
  
2011.	
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The	
  term	
  Aboriginal	
  includes	
  First	
  Na0ons,	
  Inuit	
  and	
  Mé0s	
  
People.	
  

There	
  are	
  symbols	
  in	
  the	
  garden	
  to	
  represent	
  all	
  three	
  
Aboriginal	
  groups.	
  

The	
  turtle	
  represents	
  truth,	
  and	
  is	
  at	
  the	
  centre	
  of	
  the	
  garden.	
  	
  
This	
  can	
  be	
  seen	
  to	
  represent	
  First	
  Na0ons	
  people.	
  

11	
  



The	
  inuksuk	
  represents	
  Inuit	
  People.	
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The	
  infinity	
  symbol	
  represents	
  Mé0s	
  people.	
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  Our	
  interpre0ve	
  sign	
  includes	
  Ojibway,	
  Cree,	
  English	
  and	
  
French.	
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Dave	
  Courchene	
  Jr.	
  advised	
  us	
  to	
  place	
  the	
  Seven	
  Teachings	
  in	
  the	
  eastern	
  
quadrant	
  of	
  the	
  garden.	
  These	
  provide	
  an	
  	
  Aboriginal	
  perspec0ve	
  on	
  
universal	
  values,	
  and	
  the	
  wording	
  varies	
  amongst	
  Aboriginal	
  na0ons.	
  
These	
  teachings	
  and	
  the	
  artwork	
  were	
  giMed	
  to	
  us	
  from	
  Dave	
  Courchene	
  
Jr.	
  	
  of	
  Turtle	
  Lodge	
  and	
  the	
  ar0st	
  is	
  Henry	
  Guimond.	
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The	
  garden	
  honours	
  the	
  cultural	
  diversity	
  of	
  all	
  our	
  students	
  as	
  
evidenced	
  by	
  the	
  four	
  direc0ons	
  drumming	
  ceremony	
  held	
  at	
  
the	
  Naming	
  Ceremony	
  on	
  October	
  5,	
  2011.	
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The	
  ceremony	
  was	
  presided	
  by	
  Elder	
  Dave	
  Courchene	
  Jr.	
  and	
  
included	
  speakers	
  represen0ng	
  the	
  four	
  direc0ons.	
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Two	
  of	
  our	
  long-­‐0me	
  student	
  commiYee	
  members,	
  Harold	
  and	
  
Marcel,	
  talked	
  to	
  a	
  reporter	
  about	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  welcoming	
  
all	
  students	
  to	
  the	
  circle	
  that	
  day.	
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We	
  honour	
  environmental	
  sustainability	
  in	
  the	
  
development	
  of	
  the	
  garden	
  and	
  at	
  celebra0ons	
  at	
  WAEC	
  
whilst	
  always	
  considering	
  the	
  impact	
  on	
  the	
  seventh	
  
genera0on.	
  

Care	
  was	
  taken	
  when	
  choosing	
  the	
  plants.	
  They’re	
  all	
  
indigenous	
  to	
  the	
  prairies	
  with	
  special	
  aYen0on	
  that	
  the	
  4	
  
sacred	
  medicines	
  be	
  included:	
  sweetgrass,	
  sage,	
  tobacco	
  
and	
  cedar.	
  That’	
  sweetgrass	
  in	
  the	
  foreground	
  of	
  this	
  
picture.	
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Only	
  compostable	
  disposable	
  plates,	
  cutlery	
  and	
  cups	
  are	
  
purchased	
  for	
  school	
  events,	
  and	
  we	
  compost	
  whatever	
  we	
  can	
  
all	
  the	
  0me.	
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We	
  work	
  hard	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  as	
  liYle	
  as	
  possible	
  goes	
  to	
  waste.	
  
Students	
  set	
  up	
  extensive	
  sor0ng	
  sta0ons	
  at	
  our	
  major	
  events	
  
and	
  help	
  people	
  sort.	
  This	
  photo	
  was	
  taken	
  at	
  our	
  annual	
  Family	
  
Literacy	
  Fair	
  in	
  2012.	
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The	
  fourth	
  and	
  final	
  topic	
  of	
  this	
  presenta0on	
  is	
  Helping	
  all	
  students	
  
make	
  Intercultural	
  Connec)ons.	
  

The	
  theme	
  for	
  the	
  Family	
  Literacy	
  Fair	
  2010	
  was	
  	
  “A	
  Celebra0on	
  of	
  
Diversity”.	
  Fred	
  Penner	
  and	
  some	
  students	
  wrote	
  a	
  song	
  to	
  perform	
  at	
  
the	
  fair	
  en0tled	
  “Diversity”.	
  No0ce	
  the	
  reference	
  to	
  the	
  circle	
  garden	
  in	
  
Verse	
  3.	
  

“There’s	
  trouble	
  around	
  us,	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  don’t	
  run	
  and	
  hide	
  
Customs	
  and	
  culture	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
  	
  cannot	
  be	
  denied	
  
Love,	
  respect	
  and	
  courage	
  	
  	
  keep	
  our	
  spirit	
  strong	
  
May	
  the	
  Medicine	
  Wheel	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  sing	
  a	
  unity	
  song.”	
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Conclusion	
  

And	
  these	
  are	
  just	
  some	
  examples	
  of	
  how	
  the	
  Waaywayeyaa	
  Gi0kan	
  
ini0a0ve	
  sustains	
  and	
  celebrates	
  our	
  school	
  community,	
  the	
  environment	
  
and	
  the	
  economy	
  in	
  our	
  diverse	
  school	
  and	
  neighborhood.	
  

Please	
  accept	
  our	
  invita0on	
  to	
  visit	
  to	
  take	
  a	
  closer	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  garden.	
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